AMUSEMENTS
posed that the Underground extension from Morden to Edg-
ware, then under construction, should be called Tootancarnden,
because it passed through Tooling and Camden Town. Cam-
bridge students staged an Egyptian rag, raising from the dead
Phineas, the purloined mascot of University College, and award-'
ing him an honorary Blue. A secret tomb (a subterranean public
lavatory), was prepared in Market Square, and undergraduates
appeared at the appointed hour, wearing towels like Egyptian
slaves. At the cry of eTut-and-Kum-in', the dead Pliincas arose.
The lost tribes of Cleopatra then appeared and performed the
'Cam-Cam'.
But that was not all: a month after the principal discoveries
Lord Carnarvon, the leader of the expedition, suddenly died. A
mosquito had bitten him, near the entrance to the tomb, and
the bite turned poisonous. Almost everyone agreed that his death
was due to the Pharaoh's anger at having his rest disturbed.
A well-known Egyptologist declared that a curse was un-
doubtedly responsible, though tough Howard Carter, the deputy
leader, laughed at the idea and continued to excavate. Conan
Doyle, the creator of Sherlock Holmes, who was well-known as
a spiritualist, was asked for his opinion by reporters on board
the Olympic at New York. He observed mysteriously: 'An evil
elemental may have caused Lord Carnarvon's fatal illness. One
does not know what elemcntals existed in those days, nor what
their power might be. The Egyptians knew a great deal more
about those things than we do.' During the next few years,
several other members of Lord Carnarvon's expedition died,
from natural causes, and each time the rumours of Pharaoh's
Curse were revived.
Serious archaeologists were surprised that so much popular
interest greeted this discovery, which had done no more than
fill up a small gap in comparatively recent Egyptian history,
while so little could be beaten up for far more interesting, ancient
and beautiful discoveries in the Mcsopotamian cities of Ur,
Nineveh and Carchemish, and in the Indus valley. The fact was
that Tutankhamen, who had succeeded his revolutionary father-
in-law the Pharaoh Akhenaton, seemed somehow to embody
the modernist spirit; whereas the Mesopotamians were boringly
ancient. Even Sir Leonard Woolley's discovery at Ur of evidence
for the local truth of the Flood Legend did not hold anything
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